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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to application filed on Jan. 1 7, 2001 . Claims 1 -52 
are pending examination. 

Specification 

2. The lengthy specification has not been checked to the extent necessary to 
determine the presence of all possible minor errors. Applicants cooperation is 
requested in correcting any errors of which applicant may become aware in the 
specification. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 46, 47, 49 and 51 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly 
claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

The term "approximately" in claims 46, 47, 49 and 51 is a relative term 
which renders the claim indefinite. The term "approximately" is not defined by 
the claim, the specification does not provide a standard for ascertaining the 
requisite degree, and one of ordinary skill in the art would not be reasonably 
apprised of the scope of the invention. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or 
(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claim 1-52 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Fields et al; U.S. Patent No. 6,412,008 (referred to hereafter as Fields). 

As to claims 1 and 5, Fields teaches an image editing method and unit 
respectively that is performed in an image editing system equipped with a client, 
which has an edit-command unit for applying a command to edit image data, and 
an image server, connected with said client through a network, which has an 
editing unit for obtaining processed image data by editing said image data in 
response to the edit command from said edit-command unit, said image editing 
method comprising: 

a first step of accepting an edit-start command and, in response to said 
edit-start command, commanding said image server to transfer editing data, 
having at least one editing object, which contains said image data, at said edit- 
command unit, and of transferring said editing data to said client at said image 
server (see col. 4 lines 50-64); 

a second step of querying said image server about one editing object for 
obtaining said processed image data in accordance with said editing data, at said 
edit-command unit (see col. 4 lines 65-col. 5 lines 8); 
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a third step of transferring editing information, which represents said one 
editing object corresponding to said inquiry, to said client, at said editing unit (see 
col. 4 lines 65-col. 5 lines 8); 

a fourth step of generating edit-command information which represents a 
command to edit said editing object, in accordance with said editing information 
and also transferring said edit-command information to said image server, at said 
edit-command unit (see col. 6 lines 10-30); 

a fifth step of obtaining intermediate processed image data by applying an 
editing process to said editing data in accordance with said edit-command 
information and also transferring said intermediate processed image data to said 
client, at said editing unit (see col. 6 lines 32-45); and 

a sixth step of repeating said second through the fifth steps, until said edit- 
command information is transferred for an editing object desired and said 
processed image data is obtained (see col. 7 lines 1-57). 

As to claim 2, Fields teaches an image editing system comprising: 

a client having an edit-command unit for applying a command to edit 
image data; an image server, connected with said client through a network, 
which has an editing unit for obtaining processed image data by editing said 
image data in response to the edit command from said edit-command unit (see 
col. 4 lines 50-col. 5 lines 8); 
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said edit-command unit having first means for accepting an edit-start 
command and, in response to said edit-start command, commanding said image 
server to transfer editing data, having at least one editing object, which contains 
said image data; second means for querying said image server about one editing 
object for obtaining said processed image data, based on said editing data 
transferred from said image server in accordance with said command to transfer 
said editing data; and third means for generating edit-command information 
which represents a command to edit said editing object, based on said editing 
information transferred from said image server in accordance with said inquiry 
about said editing object, and for transferring said edit-command information to 
said image server (see col. 5 lines 10-col. 6 lines 45); 

said editing unit having first means for transferring said editing data to said 
client in response to said command to transfer said editing data; second means 
for transferring editing information, which represents an editing object 
corresponding to said inquiry, to said client; and third means for obtaining 
intermediate processed image data by applying an editing process to said editing 
data, based on said edit-command information, and for transferring said 
intermediate processed image data to said client; and means for repeatedly 
carrying out the steps carried out in the second and third means of said edit- 
command unit and the first, second, and third means of said editing unit, until 
said edit-command information is transferred for an editing object desired and 
said processed image data is obtained(see col. 7 lines 1-57). 
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As to claim 3, Fields teaches a computer readable storage medium 
recording a program for causing a computer to carry out the image editing 
method as set forth in claim 1 , wherein said program has a first procedure of 
accepting an edit-start command and, in response to said edit-start command, 
commanding said image server to transfer editing data, having at least one 
editing object, which contains said image data (see col. 4 lines 50-col. 5 lines 8); 

a second procedure of querying said image server about one editing 
object for obtaining said processed image data, based on said editing data 
transferred from said image server in accordance with said command to transfer 
said editing data (see col. 6 lines 10-54); 

a third procedure of generating edit-command information which 
represents a command to edit said editing object, based on said editing 
information transferred from said image server in accordance with said inquiry 
about said editing object, and of transferring said edit-command information to 
said image server (see col. 6 lines 10-54); and 

a fourth procedure of repeating said second and third procedures, until 
said edit-command information is transferred for an editing object desired and 
said processed image data is obtained (see col. 7 lines 10-54). 

As to claim 4, Fields teaches a computer readable storage medium 
recording a program for causing a computer to carry out the image editing 
method as set forth in claim 1 , wherein said program has a first procedure of 
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transferring said editing data to said client in response to said command to 
transfer said editing data (see col. 6 lines 10-45); 

a second procedure of transferring editing information, which represents 
an editing object corresponding to said inquiry, to said client(see col. 6 lines 10- 
45); 

a third procedure of obtaining intermediate processed image data by 
applying an editing process to said editing data, based on said edit-command 
information, and of transferring said intermediate processed image data to said 
client (see col. 6 lines 10-45); and 

a fourth procedure of repeating said first, second, and third procedures, 
until said edit-command information is transferred for an editing object desired 
and said processed image data is obtained (see col. 7 lines 1-54). 

As to claim 6, Fields teaches an editing unit in an image editing system 
equipped with a client, which has an edit-command unit for giving a command to 
edit image data, and an image server, connected with said client through a 
network, which has said editing unit for obtaining processed image data by 
editing said image data in response to the edit command from said edit- 
command unit, said editing unit comprising: 

first means for transferring said editing data to said client in response to 
said command to transfer said editing data; second means for transferring editing 
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information, which represents an editing object corresponding to said inquiry, to 
said client (see col. 4 lines 50-col. 5 lines 8); 

third means for obtaining intermediate processed image data by applying 
an editing process to said editing data, based on said edit-command information, 
and for transferring said intermediate processed image data to said client (see 
col. 6 lines 10-54); and 

fourth means for repeatedly carrying out the steps carried out in said first, 
second, and third means, until said edit-command information is transferred for 
an editing object desired and said processed image data is obtained (see col. 7 
lines 1-54). 

As to claims 7 and 33, Fields teaches an image editing method and 
medium respectively that is performed in an image editing system equipped with 
a client, which has an edit-command unit for giving a command to edit image 
data, and an image server, connected with said client through a network, which 
has an editing unit for obtaining processed image data by performing an editing 
process on said image data in response to the edit command from said edit- 
command unit and transfers predetermined image data related to said image 
data to said client, said image editing method comprising the steps of: 

generating low-volume data smaller in data amount than said 
predetermined image data; and transferring said low-volume data to said client 
(see col. 7 lines 1-54). 
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As to claims 8, 21 and 34, Fields teaches the image editing method, 
system and medium as set forth in claims 7, 14 and 33 respectively, wherein said 
predetermined image data is any one among image data before said editing 
process is applied, image data subjected to an editing process up to an 
intermediate stage, and said processed image data (see col. 7 lines 37-57 and 
col. 8 lines 41-55). 

As to claims 9, 22 and 35, Fields teaches the image editing method, 
system and medium as set forth in claims 7, 20 and 33 respectively, wherein said 
predetermined image data is transferred to said client, following said low-volume 
data. 

As to claims 10, 23 and 36, Fields teaches the image editing method, 
system and medium as set forth in claims 8, 21 and 34 respectively, wherein 
said predetermined image data is transferred to said client, following said low- 
volume data (see col. 7 lines 37-57 and col. 8 lines 41-55). 

As to claims 1 1 , 24 and 37, Fields teaches the image editing method, 
system and medium as set forth in claims 7, 20 and 33 respectively, wherein the 
data amount of said low-volume data is varied according to a loaded state of said 
network (see col. 7 lines 37-57 and col. 8 lines 41-55). 

As to claims 12, 25 and 38, Fields teaches the image editing method, 
system and medium as set forth in claims 8, 21 and 34 respectively, wherein the 
data amount of said low-volume data is varied according to a loaded state of said 
network (see col. 7 lines 37-57 and col. 8 lines 41-55). 



Application/Control Number: 09/760,795 Page 
Art Unit: 2157 

As to claims 13, 26 and 39, Fields teaches the image editing method, 
system and medium as set forth in claims 9, 22 and 34respectively, wherein the 
data amount of said low-volume data is varied according to a loaded state of said 
network (see col. 7 lines 37-57 and col. 8 lines 41-55). 

As to claims 14, 27 and 40, Fields teaches the image editing method, 
system and medium as set forth in claims 7, 20 and 35 respectively, wherein said 
low-volume data is composed of a plurality of data reduced in stages in data 
amount and is transferred to said client from the data smaller in data amount 
(see col. 7 lines 37-57 and col. 8 lines 41-55). 

As to claims 15, 28 and 41 , Fields teaches the image editing method, 
system and medium as set forth in claims 8, 21 and 33 respectively, wherein said 
low-volume data is composed of a plurality of data reduced in stages in data 
amount and is transferred to said client from the data smaller in data amount 
(see col. 7 lines 37-57 and col. 8 lines 41-55). 

As to claims 16, 29 and 42, Fields teaches the image editing method, 
system and medium as set forth in claims 9, 22 and 34 respectively, wherein said 
low-volume data is composed of a plurality of data reduced in stages in data 
amount and is transferred to said client from the data smaller in data amount 
(see col. 7 lines 37-57 and col. 8 lines 41-55). 

As to claims 17, 30 and 43, Fields teaches the image editing method, 
system and medium as set forth in claims 1 1 and 24 and 35 respectively, 
wherein said low-volume data is composed of a plurality of data reduced in 
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stages in data amount and is transferred to said client from the data smaller in 
data amount (see col. 7 lines 37-57 and col. 8 lines 41-55). 

As to claims 18, 31 and 44, Fields teaches the image editing method, 
system and medium as set forth in claims 14 and 27 and 37 respectively, 
wherein transfer of said low-volume data is suspended in response to a 
command from said client (see col. 7 lines 37-57 and col. 8 lines 41-55). 

As to claims 19, 32 and 45, Fields teaches the image editing method, 
system and medium as set forth in claims 18. 31 and 40 respectively, wherein 
transfer of said low-volume data is restarted in response to a command from said 
client (see col. 7 lines 37-57 and col. 8 lines 41-55). 

As to claim 46, Fields teaches an image editing system comprising: a 
client having an image-editing command unit for applying a command to edit 
image data representing a user's image; and 

a server, connected with said client through a network, which has means 
for archiving said image data and low-resolution image data scaled down from 
said image data and edits said image data (see col. 6 lines 10-54); 

editing information required for editing said image data which contains 
said low-resolution image data being transferred from said server to said client; 
an operation of editing said low-resolution image data being performed at said 
client; the result of editing being transferred to said server as edit-command 
information (see col. 6 lines 10-54); 
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processed image data being obtained by editing said image data 
according to said edit-command information at said server; wherein, when giving 
a command to insert a character image, which represents characters, into said 
user's image, said image-editing command unit generates character image data 
representing a character image of the approximately the same resolution as said 
user's image and transfers said character image data and said edit-command 
information to said server; and said image editing unit obtains said processed 
image data by inserting said character image into said user's image, based on 
said edit-command information and said character image data (see col. 7 lines 1- 
57). 

As to claim 47, Fields teaches an image-editing command unit of an 
image editing system, equipped with a client having said image-editing command 
unit for applying a command to edit image data representing a user's image and 
a server which is connected with said client through a network and has means for 
archiving said image data and low-resolution image data scaled down from said 
image data and edits said image data, in which editing information required for 
editing said image data which contains said low-resolution image data is 
transferred from said server to said client (see col. 6 lines 1 0-54), 

an operation of editing said low-resolution image data is performed at said 
client, the result of editing is transferred to said server as edit-command 
information, and processed image data is obtained by editing said image data 
according to said edit-command information at said server, the image-editing 
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command unit comprising means which, when giving a command to insert a 
character image, which represents characters, into said user's image, generates 
character image data representing a character image of the approximately the 
same resolution as said user's image and transfers said character image data 
and said edit-command information to said server (see col. 7 lines 1-57). 

As to claim 48, Fields teaches an image editing unit for editing image data 
in accordance with the edit-command information obtained in the image-editing 
command unit as set forth in claim 47, said image editing unit comprising means 
for obtaining processed image data by inserting a character image into a user's 
image, based on said edit-command information and character image data (see 
col. 7 lines 1-57). 

As to claim 49, Fields teaches an image-editing command method in an 
image editing system, equipped with a client having an image-editing command 
unit for applying a command to edit image data representing a user's image and 
a server which is connected with said client through a network and has means for 
archiving said image data and low-resolution image data scaled down from said 
image data and edits said image data, in which editing information required for 
editing said image data which contains said low-resolution image data is 
transferred from said server to said client, an operation of editing said low- 
resolution image data is performed at said client, the result of editing is 
transferred to said server as edit-command information (see col. 6 lines 10-54), 
and 
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processed image data is obtained by editing said image data according to 
said edit-command information at said server; the image-editing command 
method comprising the steps of, when giving a command to insert a character 
image, which represents characters, into said user's image, generating character 
image data representing a character image of the approximately the same 
resolution as said user's image, and transferring said character image data and 
said edit-command information to said server (see col. 7 lines 1-57). 

As to claim 50, Fields teaches an image editing method of editing image 
data in accordance with the edit-command information obtained in the image- 
editing command method as set forth in claim 49, said image editing method 
comprising the step of obtaining processed image data by inserting a character 
image into a user's image in accordance with said edit-command information and 
character image data (see col. 7 lines 1-57). 

As to claim 51, Fields teaches a computer readable storage medium, 
recording a program for causing a computer to carry out an image-editing 
command method, in an image editing system, equipped with a client having an 
image-editing command unit for applying a command to edit image data 
representing a user's image (see col. 6 lines 10-54) and 

a server which is connected with said client through a network and has 
means for archiving said image data and low-resolution image data scaled down 
from said image data and edits said image data, in which editing information 
required for editing said image data which contains said low-resolution image 



Application/Control Number: 09/760,795 Page 15 

Art Unit: 2157 

data is transferred from said server to said client, an operation of editing said 
low-resolution image data is performed at said client (see col. 6 lines 10-54), 

the result of editing is transferred to said server as edit-command 
information, and processed image data is obtained by editing said image data 
according to said edit-command information at said server, the computer 
readable storage medium wherein said program has the procedures of, when 
giving a command to insert a character image, which represents characters, into 
said user's image, generating character image data representing a character 
image of the approximately the same resolution as said user's image, and 
transferring said character image data and said edit-command information to said 
server (see col. 7 lines 1-57). 

As to claim 52, Fields teaches a computer readable storage medium 
recording a program for causing a computer to carry out a method of editing 
image data in accordance with the edit-command information obtained in the 
image-editing command method as set forth in claim 49, wherein said program 
has a procedure of obtaining processed image data by inserting a character 
image into a user's image in accordance with said edit-command information and 
character image data (see col. 7 lines 1-57). 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

- Customizing a client application using an options page stored on a server 
computer by Durham, 6,810,410 
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6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Hussein A El-chanti whose telephone number 
is (571)272-3999. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (571)272-4001 . The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 

Hussein El-chanti 

Dec. 1,2004 /i / 



